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 Broadband Internet Access Service (BIAS): “A mass-market retail service by 
wire or radio that provides the capability to transmit data to and receive data 
from all or substantially all Internet endpoints, including any capabilities that 
are incidental to and enable the operation of the communications service, but 
excluding dial-up Internet access service.”  In the Matter of Protecting and 
Promoting the Open Internet, GN Docket No. 14-28, March 12, 2015.
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Source: Connect America Cost Model 
documentation.
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FCC broadband today:
25 Mbps/3Mbps



Is Broadband a Necessity?
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Wall Street Journal https://www.wsj.com/articles/pandemic-broadband-speeds-are-faster-but-insufficient-for-some-11600364365

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/18/opinion/sunday/broadband-internet-access-civil-rights.html

https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2020/05/14/coronavirus-rural-telehealth/

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/techtank/2020/03/17/what-the-coronavirus-reveals-about-the-digital-divide-between-schools-and-communities/

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/17/economy/internet-access-universal-wifi/index.html

Dissenting View:
[W]e find that the data we do have is sufficiently
indicative to give us reasonable confidence 
that advanced telecommunications capability is 
being deployed in a reasonable and timely manner.
~FCC, 2020 Broadband Deployment Report, 4/24/20. 
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 Market failures?
 Network effects.
 Are market forces maximizing the value of the broadband network 

(broadband universal service)?
 Are market forces delivering sufficient network resiliency and reliability?

 Terminating monopoly power.
 Are edge providers subject to hold-up?
 Threats to network neutrality?

 Cost subadditivity associated with broadband infrastructure has led 
to small numbers of suppliers, or outright monopoly.
 Evidence of robust price competition?
 Do broadband providers utilize restrictive bundling practices?
 Evidence of technology redlining?
 Lower-income areas.
 Rural areas.
 Universal service goals undermined.
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Broadband ISP
BIAS

Internet

Etc.Etc.

IN THE RESTORING INTERNET FREEDOM
ORDER THE FCC SUPPORTS THAT 
CLASSIFICATION WITH REFERENCE TO A 
1999 DECLARATORY RULING (FCC 99-38, 
¶18).

The Olde Tyme “long distance”
Internet, circa 2008
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“How Netflix Works with ISPs Around the Globe to Deliver a Great Viewing Experience.”
https://about.netflix.com/en/news/how-netflix-works-with-isps-around-the-globe-to-deliver-a-great-viewing-experience7

https://about.netflix.com/en/news/how-netflix-works-with-isps-around-the-globe-to-deliver-a-great-viewing-experience
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Broadband ISPs’
BIAS

Internet

CDN

Broadband ISP’s 
Local Data Center

Cached HTTP

Etc.

Etc.

Etc.
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Sandvine, May 2020
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As video moves to
4K and beyond using
the broadband will 
become even more of
a local service.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sandvine-releases-covid-19-global-internet-phenomena-report-301054803.html
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