2010 NASUCA ANNUAL MEETING
Omni Hotel at CNN Center
November 14th-17th
Atlanta, Georgia




Saturday, November 13th
The Omni Hotel at CNN Center-International Ballroom B &C

2:00-6:00 p.m.

"Critical Consumer Issues Forum (CCIF): “Focusing on Smart Grid from the 



Consumer Perspective"



Sponsored by NASUCA, NARUC, and the Edison Electric Institute, the four-



hour program will be open to all those interested at no charge. The primary 



objective of this forum is a robust and constructive dialogue among 




commissioners, consumer advocates, and industry on customer-centric issues 



associated with the smart grid.  While all classes of customers have interest in 



and are impacted by the smart grid, the forum discussion will focus on those 



issues of significant interest to the residential consumer segment.  



Sunday, November 14th
The Omni Hotel at CNN Center-Dogwood Room
3:00 -5:00 p.m.

Registration
3:00-5:00 p.m.

Transmission Workshop



Sponsored by the Department of Energy, Office of Electricity Delivery and 



Energy Reliability



The workshop will cover the DOE-sponsored Western and Eastern 




Interconnection-wide regional transmission planning activities that are being led 



by the Western Electric Coordinating Council’s Transmission Expansion 




Planning and Policy Committee and the Eastern Interconnection Planning 



Collaborative. Participants will hear perspectives from consumer advocates that 



are actively involved in each of these activities, and learn how get more 




information about these activities and how to get more involved.



3:00 p.m.
Welcome and DOE Perspective




David Meyer, Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability



3:10 p.m.
Western Interconnection Panel




Brad Nickell, WECC (20 min)




Michelle Beck, Utah Committee of Consumer Services (10 min)




Bryce Freeman, Wyoming Office of Consumer Advocate (10 min)




Q/A (10 min)



4:00 p.m.
Eastern Interconnection Panel




David Whitely, Eastern Interconnection Planning Collaborative (20 min)




Sonny Popowsky, Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (10 min)




Ryan Kind, Missouri Public Counsel (10 min)




Q/A (10 min)


5:30-6:30 p.m.

Wine and Cheese Reception with Commissioners



International Ballroom C

6 :30 p.m.

Dinner (on your own, but meet in Lobby)

Monday, November 15th
The Omni Hotel at CNN Center-Dogwood Room

8:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration

7:30-8:30 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Continental Breakfast
9:00-10:15 a.m.

Business Meeting (closed)



Officer Reports



Committee Reports



Executive Director Report



Present Resolutions



Present Budget



Present Slate of Board Candidates



Approve Minutes



Roll Call of the States

10:15-10:30

Speaker: Debra Beryln, Executive Director, Project GOAL, Chevy Chase, MD



Discussing Project GOAL (project to get older adults online)


10:30-11:00 a.m.
"Contact Voltage in the Urban Landscape:  A Public Safety Hazard"



This session will provide information on what contact voltage is, what causes it, 



how to detect it, and what states and utilities are doing to remediate it.

 


Presenters:



Connie O. Hughes, VP, Regulatory Affairs, Power Survey Company, Kearny, 



NJ
  


David Kalokitis, CTO, Power Survey Company, Kearny, NJ

11:00 -11:15 a.m.
Welcome the new incoming NARUC President, Commissioner Tony Clark of 



North Dakota


11:15-11:30 a.m.
"The OPOWER Energy Efficiency Program"



OPOWER's program has been shown by independent measurement and 




verification experts to produce about 2.5% to 3.5% reduction in energy usage, 



and at a cost of about $10 per household per year. 







Speaker: Fred Butler, Executive Vice President,  Salmon Ventures Ltd., Belle 



Mead, NJ

11:30-12:15 p.m.
The Honorable Jon Wellinghoff



Chair, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C.

12:15-2:00 p.m. 
Lunch (Heads of Office Lunch) 

2:00-3:15 p.m.

Joint Session with NARUC 



International Ballroom DEF







The Hon. Gary Locke, Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce 




The FCC Perspective



Remarks by The Hon. Julius Genachowski, Chair, Federal 





Communications Commission 




"Meeting Customer Expectations with Common Sense Solutions"

  

Remarks by: Thomas A. Fanning, President, Southern Company



Lights on, affordable prices and a growing economy - that's what U.S. 




electricity consumers want and expect. To make that happen, utilities, 




regulators and policymakers must work together in tackling the challenges 



of rising costs, environmental concerns and a sluggish economy. Tom 




Fanning will discuss how Southern Company is engaged in maintaining 




constructive relationships with stakeholders in seeking the right solutions 



to meet customer expectations.
 Return to Dogwood Room

3:20-3:30

Speaker: Joel Gurin, Chief, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, FCC, 



Washington, DC 



Discussing Current Consumers Issues Before the FCC

3:30-4 :30 p.m.

"USF to CAF: Where are we going? What will be left?"



High-cost universal service funds have supported traditional voice service. Will 



that continue? High-cost universal service funds have also supported networks 



capable of use for advanced services. Will that continue? And what will the new 



Connect America Fund support?




Moderator: David C. Bergmann, Assistant Ohio Consumers' Counsel, 




Columbus, Ohio




Panelists:



Ken Pfister, Vice President-Strategic Policy, Great Plains Communications, 



Blair, NE



Mike Saperstein, Director, Federal Regulatory Affairs, Frontier 





Communications, Washington DC



Jon Banks, Senior Vice President Law and Policy, USTelecom, Washington DC  



Jackie McCarthy, Director of State Regulatory Affairs, CTIA-The Wireless 



Association, Washington DC 



Roy Lathrop, Senior Director, National Cable & Telecommunications 




Association, Washington DC 


4:30-5:30 p.m.

"The Smart Approach to Remote Disconnections:  Needed Consumer 




Protections for Vulnerable Populations”



The panel will address the new and increased threats that the potential for 



remote disconnection of utility service, made possible by smart meters, poses to 



vulnerable populations, including low income, the old and the young, the 



disabled and those with chronic illness.  Speakers will explore what consumer 



protections are necessary and appropriate to counteract these threats, 




including what specific notice requirements and other measures should be in 



place to prevent costly and injurious disconnection and reconnection.  Speakers 



will address the extent, if any, to which required procedures might wisely be 



made uniform from state to state.




Moderator: Craig Graziano, Attorney, Office of Consumer Advocate, Iowa 



Department of Justice, Des Moines, IA





Panelists: 



Robert Pettignano, MD, FAAP, FCCM, MBA, Medical Champion, Health Law 



Partnership (HeLP)  and Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Emory University, 



Atlanta, GA








Hayley Goodson, Staff Attorney, The Utility Reform Network, San Francisco, 



CA



John Howat, Senior Policy Analyst, National Consumer Law Center, Boston, 



MA

7:00 p.m. 

NASUCA Dinner Event-sponsored Synapse Energy Economics



Pittypat's Porch



25 Andrew Young International Blvd.



Short walk from Hotel


Tuesday, November 16th 
The Omni Hotel at CNN Center-Dogwood Room

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

9:00-10:30 a.m.

Business Meeting (closed)



Elect Officers






Adopt Budget



Vote on Resolutions



Finish Roll Call

10:30-11:30 a.m.
“The Water/Energy Nexus:  Issues from the Vantage Point of the Water 



Component.”



The panel will provide an overview of the interrelationship between water 



resources and energy production and how the pursuit of policy goals in one 



component can significantly impact the other.  The discussion will demonstrate 



the interrelationship (and its dynamics) through samples of legislative efforts, 



litigation, and emerging issues.







Moderator and Speaker: David Edward Spenard, Assistant Attorney General, 



Kentucky Office of the Attorney General, Des Moines, IA







Panelist:



Jeremy Fisher, Scientist., Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge MA

11:30-2:00p.m. 

Lunch, (on your own)

2:00-3:00 p.m.

"The Potential Impact of EPA Regulations on Electric Generation, and an 



Alternative Idea for Moving to a Lower Carbon Future"



The prospects for comprehensive climate legislation from Washington appear 



to be diminished for the foreseeable future, but the Environmental Protection 



Agency continues to move forward with new regulations aimed at carbon 



output from electric generation, interstate transport of emissions, MACT 




compliance, water and combustion residuals (fly ash). An EPA 





representative will provide an update on EPA regulations and the potential costs 



and benefits of meeting those regulations. We will also hear about alternative 



market-based approaches that could move the U.S toward a low carbon future, 



while avoiding many of the pitfalls of the cap-and-trade approach and 




renewable energy mandates.

 


Moderator: David Springe, Consumer Counsel, Kansas Citizens' Utility 




Ratepayer Board, Topeka, KS, Former NASUCA President



Panelists:



Joe Bryson, Senior Policy Analyst, EPA Climate Protection Partnerships 



Division, Washington, D.C.



Ezra Hausman, Vice President, Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, MA

3:00-4:00 p.m.

Networking Session/Break
4:00-5:00 p.m.
“Inflation Adjustments: The Next Tracker Mechanism”
There has been a number of recent rate case filings in which the utilities have requested an inflation adjustment that would allow a sub-set of its overall costs (O&M and A&G) to increase, annually, relative to the inflation level experienced for the overall economy.  The panel will discuss what this adjustment is, the claimed need for it and alternative strategies that Consumer Advocates can pursue when faced with this type of mechanism. 

Moderator: David Stippler, Consumer Counsel, Indiana Office of Utility Consumer Counselor, Indianapolis, IN 

Panelists:
Roger Cox, Nebraska Public Advocate, Lincoln, NE
Karl McDermott, Ph.D., NERA Economic Consulting, Chicago, IL
David Dismukes, Ph.D., Acadian Consulting Group, Baton Rouge, LA 

5:00-6:00 p.m.

"Smart Grid Accounting and FIN 48" 



This panel will address the cost effectiveness of smart grid projects and the 



regulatory accounting implications of recovering their costs through base rates 



versus riders or surcharges.  In addition, the panel will also address “FIN 48” 



rate making issues related to accumulated deferred income taxes (ADIT)




Moderator: Naunihal “Nick” Singh Gumer, Rate Case Manager, DC Office of 



People’s Counsel, Washington, D.C.



Panelists:



Ralph Smith, Senior Regulatory Consultant, Larkin and Associates, PLLC, 



Livonia, MI



Johannes P. Pfeifenberger, Principal, the Brattle Group, Cambridge, MA



Rick Hornby, Senior Consultant, Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, MA

Wednesday, November 17th
9:00-10-30 a.m.

Networking Session

10:30-12 noon

Joint Session with NARUC



International Ballroom EF




"The State of our Infrastructure – How are Water and Energy Utilities 



Providing Solutions and How is Wall Street Responding "



The panel will explore the current state of our nation's critical infrastructure 



water, gas and electric utilities, and look at the investment needed to improve it 



going forward to meet the growing and changing needs in an increasingly 



complex and interconnected system. Attendees will learn about potential 




innovative funding solutions available to address these needs taking into 




consideration the economic downturn and the sensitivity of consumers to rate 



increases. Attendees will also learn what innovative best practices and other 



solutions may be brought to the table to assure reliability is maintained. In 



addition, are utilities effectively communicating these messages to consumers 



and/or what more can be done to educate consumers on the cost of investment 



in infrastructure? Finally, attendees will learn how Wall Street is reacting to the 



current infrastructure activity and what funding programs or models do analysts 



feel are most effective? 




Moderator: Hon. John Bohn, Commissioner, California PUC 




Panelists: 



Kevin Marsh, CEO, South Carolina, Electric & Gas



Nick DeBenedictis , CEO , Aqua America, Inc. 



Mary Healey,  President, NASUCA, Connecticut Consumer Counsel
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