2014 NASUCA Annual Meeting

San Francisco, CA
November 16-19th
San Francisco Marriott Marquis
Sunday, November 16th
San Francisco Marriott Marquis
Golden Gate C
1:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration 

2:00-5:00 p.m.           
Workshop on 111(d)-Sponsored by DOE/Lawrence Berkeley Labs




Moderator: Robert Mork, Deputy Consumer Counselor, Indiana Office of
Utility Consumer Counselor, Indianapolis, IN


Speakers:

Ken Colburn, Senior Associate, Regulatory Assistance Project, Montpelier, VT

Holly Rachel Smith, Assistant General Counsel, NARUC, Washington, D.C.
David Terry, Executive Director, National Association of State Energy Officials, Arlington, VA
Paul Sotkiewicz, Chief Economist, PJM, Audubon, PA

Elizabeth Stanton, Senior Economist, Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, MA
Megan Ceronsky, Director of Regulatory Policy & Senior Attorney, Environmental Defense Fund, New York, NY


5:00-6:30 p.m.

NARUC President’s Reception
(NASUCA and NARUC Members Only)
Yerba Buena Salon 9
 

Monday, November 17h 

San Francisco Marriott Marquis
Golden Gate C


8:00 a.m.
Registration

8:30-9:30 a.m.
Continental Breakfast



9:00-11:00 a.m.         
Closed Business Meeting (NASUCA Members)
Election of Officers
Committee Reports/Presentation of Resolutions
Officer Reports
Presentation of Budget
Executive Director’s Report
Roll Call of the States
Solar Energy for Your Home - A Consumer’s Guide

Speaker: Claudette Reichel, Ed.D., Professor, Extension Housing Specialist and Director of LaHouse Resource Center, Louisiana State University, AG Center-Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, Louisiana
11:00-12:00 noon
“Statewide Construction of Natural Gas Pipelines and Electric Transmission
 Lines”
The panelists will discuss their state’s experiences with Gas, Electric and Crude Oil Transmission expansion so that NASUCA members know about the issues they are going to have to deal with when these new gas, oil and electric lines are proposed in their state.  The discussion will focus on procedural issues related to siting and eminent domain in relation to the building of new transmission lines.
Moderator: Joseph W. Rogers, Assistant Attorney General, Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General, Boston, MA

Panelists:
Mark R. Schuling, Iowa Consumer Advocate, Office of the Consumer Advocate, Des Moines, IA
Jesse Reyes, Chief, Massachusetts Attorney General’s Energy and Telecommunications Division, Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General, Boston, MA
Dustin Allison, Missouri Public Counsel, Missouri Office of the Public Office, Jefferson City, MO

12:00-2:15 p.m.           
Lunch (on your own)



NASUCA Heads of Office Lunch (TBA)






2:15- 3:15 p.m.
Session with NARUC: A 21st Century Framework for the Internet and Television Industry
Michael K. Powell, former Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission and current President & CEO of the National Cable & Telecommunications Association will address attendees of the 126th Annual Meeting. 

3:30-4:30 p.m.            
50 Shades of Cost-Shifting: The View from Arizona, California and Other States on the Front Lines
Tracking the Rate Impacts of Distributed Energy Resources

Moderator: Elin Swanson Katz, Connecticut Consumer Counsel, Office of Consumer Counsel, New Britain, CT



Speakers:
Dave Peck, Program Supervisor, California Public Utilities Commission, Office of Ratepayer Advocates, San Francisco, CA
Lon Huber, Special Projects Advisor, Arizona’s Residential Utility Consumer Office, Phoenix AZ
Janine Migden-Ostrander, Principal, The Regulatory Assistance Project, Columbus, OH

4:30-5:30 p.m.
"Have I Got a Deal for You!" 
 Recent Developments and Reforms for Retail Energy Markets

Moderator: Leslie Mehta, Staff Attorney, The Utility Reform Network (TURN), San Francisco, CA

Panelists:
Barbara R. Alexander, Consumer Affairs Consultant, ME
Victoria P. Hackett, Staff Attorney, Connecticut  Office of Consumer Counsel, New Britain, CT

Hon. John W. Betkoski, III, Vice Chair, Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, New Britain, CT


7:00 p.m.
NASUCA Dinner Event-Sponsored by Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, MA
Johnny Foley’s 
243 O'Farrell Street





      
Tuesday, November 18th
San Francisco Marriott Marquis
Golden Gate C

8:30 a.m.

Registration

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

9:00-11:00 noon         
Closed Business Meeting (NASUCA Members)



Vote on Resolutions



Roll Call of the States
11:00-12:00

111(d):  Report by Synapse Energy Consultants on Tool Kit for State
 


Compliance







Presenters:

Bruce Biewald, CEO and Founder, Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, 



MA



Elizabeth Stanton, Senior Economist, Synapse Energy Economics, Cambridge, 




MA  
12:00-2:00 p.m.
Lunch (on your own)

2:00-3:00 p.m.
“Financial Impacts of Net-Metered PV on Utilities and Ratepayers: A Scoping Study of Two Prototypical U.S. Utilities”

Speaker: Andrew Satchwell, Senior Scientific Engineering Associate, Electricity Markets and Policy Group, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, CA

3:00-3:15

Break

3:15-4:15 p.m.       
“Truth or Consequences:  The Connection Between Accurate Broadband

Mapping and Reliable Communications Services”
Access to broadband services is now essential for full participation in society.   The networks used to provide broadband service include "middle mile" facilities that also transport other essential services in addition to broadband, including ILEC wireline, wireless and services provided by competing providers, and are therefore essential for public safety.  NTIA, the FCC and some states have collaborated on broadband mapping efforts.  By and large, the mapping efforts have been fraught with problems and have failed to provide an accurate picture of where support should be targeted.  This session will address these issues from four  perspectives - a state official tasked with determining where public funds should be spent, grassroots activists from rural areas in California who have developed unique and innovative methods of documenting the true availability of broadband service, a case study demonstrating the crucial nature of middle mile facilities and a discussion of state authority to address broadband facilities and availability under Section 706.
Moderator: Regina Costa, Telecom Policy Director, The Utility Reform Network (TURN), San Francisco, CA
Panelists:
William Vallee, State Broadband Policy Coordinator, Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel, New Britain, CT
Peter Pratt, Chief Operating Officer of Commnexis, Inc., Marin County Manager for the North Bay – North Coast Broadband Consortium (NBNCBC)

Jim Moorehead, Chair, Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County and Mendocino County Manager for the North Bay-North Coast Broadband Consortium, Laytonville, CA
Christopher Witteman, Staff Counsel, California Public Utilities Commission

4:15-5:30 p.m.          
“Public Private Partnership; Is it Good for Consumers?”
This session will illustrate the collaborative one billion dollar undergrounding project by the District of Columbia and Potomac Electric Power Company (Pepco).  Are regulators are modifying the rules for utility business models while applying increased expectations of reliability, resiliency and customer engagement? In addition, this panel will provide perspectives from the water industry, and the oil and gas exploration Company on public private partnership.
Moderator: Naunihal “Nick” Singh Gumer, Director, Regulatory Finance DC Office of the Peoples Counsel, Washington, DC
Panelists:
Betty Ann Kane, Chairman, DC Public Service Commission, Washington, DC
Chris Faulkner, Chief Executive Officer, President and Chairman, Breitling Energy Corporation, Dallas, TX

Danilo Sanchaz, Program Manager, Office of Ratepayer Advocates, Water Branch, San Francisco, CA

Wednesday, November 19th
San Francisco Marriott Marquis
Foothill-B
Concurrent Sessions
9:15- 10:30 a.m. 
NASUCA Consumer Issue Roundtable

10:30 -11:45 a.m.
Joint Closing Session with NARUC-Are you ready for your Close Up?
The Clean Power Plan. Pipeline Safety. Ride-sharing services. Infrastructure Replacement. The issues pending before State utility commissions are hotter than ever before, and so is the spotlight. With States setting the pace on some of the most significant challenges in the country, the focus on commission business is growing. National, well-funded stakeholder groups are intervening in State proceedings which, in turns, brings heightened media attention. Is your agency prepared for the spotlight? In this session, a diverse panel of commissioners will discuss how they are dealing with this new paradigm. Attendees will learn about ways to communicate with the public and the press, along with other kinds of challenges that may arise from this heightened attention. Are you ready for your close-up?

Moderator: Hon. Sheila Tipton, Commissioner, Iowa


Panelists:
Hon. Gladys Brown, Commissioner, Pennsylvania

Hon. Brian Kalk, Commissioner, North Dakota

Hon. Stan Wise, Commissioner, Georgia

Hon. Mary Anna Holden, Commissioner, New Jersey

Robert Nelson, NASUCA President, Montana Consumer Counsel

