2012 NASUCA Annual Meeting

Baltimore, Maryland
November 11th-14th
Baltimore Hilton 

Sunday, November 11th
Baltimore Hilton- PEALE A-C

1:00 -5:00 p.m.
Registration 

3:00-5:00 p.m.            Workshop on EPA Regulations (Sponsored by Lawrence Berkeley Labs)
 


(Grant Recipients Must Attend) 


Moderator:  Robert Mork, Indiana Office of Utility Counselor and Chair, NASUCA Electricity Committee, Indianapolis, IN


Panelists
James W. Gardner, Co-Vice Chair, Kentucky Public Service Commission and Chair, NARUC Task Force on Environmental Regulation and Generation, Frankfort, KY

Stefanie A. Brand, Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel, Newark, NJ

Lewis R. Mills Jr., Public Counsel, Missouri Public Counsel, Jefferson City, MO
David Stippler, Indiana Utility Consumer Counselor, Office of Utility Consumer Counselor, Indianapolis, IN

Bill Becker, Executive Director, National Association of Clean Air Agencies, Washington, D.C.


5:00-7:00 p.m.
President’s Reception-Holiday Ballroom



Monday, November 12th 

Baltimore Hilton- PEALE A-C

7:00 a.m. -12 noon
Registration

7:30-9:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast


8:00-10:30 a.m.           Closed Business Meeting

Officer Reports
Adoption of Budget
Executive Director’s Report
Election of Officers
Presentation of Resolutions
Roll Call of States


9:00 a.m.
The Honorable David A. Wright, NARUC President, South Carolina Public Service Commission
 
10:30-11:00 a.m.
Punishing the Tenant for the Sins of the Landlord: Overcoming the Obstacles to Tenant-Nominated Service when the Landlord Defaults 

What do you do when a landlord disappears or goes bankrupt and fails to pay a landlord-nominated utility bill, threatening a tenant with loss of service?  The answer is often to put the utility service in the name of the tenant.  Yet the predicament raises a surprising number of thorny issues that potentially divide utilities and consumer advocates.  Mr. Reno will discuss these issues both from a national perspective and from a Maryland perspective, where utilities and consumer advocates are working together towards a legislative solution.  He will also invite comment and discussion from NASUCA members who may have faced similar issues in their jurisdictions.

Speaker:  Russell R. “Ronnie” Reno, Jr., Public Justice Center, Inc., Baltimore, MD

11:00-11:30 p.m.       
Speaker: Rajnish Barua, Executive Director, NRRI, Silver Spring, MD

11:30-12 noon
The Honorable Jon Wellinghof, Chair Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Washington D.C.

12:00-2:00 p.m.           Lunch- Heads of Office- Frank &  Nic’s West End Grille-511 West Pratt Street
2:00-3:15 p.m. 
Joint Opening Session with NARUC-Holiday Ballroom
Keynote Presentations by:
Mayo Shattuck, III, Executive Chairman, Exelon Corporation
Tom Tauke, Executive Vice President, Public Affairs, Policy and Communications

3:15-3:30 p.m.

Break
       

3:30-4:45 p.m.            
Demand Response:  Separating the Wheat from the Chaff

Is there a difference between wholesale/retail DR?  Should states encourage wholesale DR?  Is wholesale DR perceived differently in regulated and unregulated states?  How do we know DR for reliability will show up?  Why do some states embrace unregulated DR aggregators and others ban them?  Our panel of experts will provide insights into this controversial and frequently misunderstood topic.

Moderator:  Jackie Roberts, Deputy Consumer Advocate,
West Virginia Consumer Advocate Division, Charleston, WV
Panelists:

Andy Ott, Senior Vice President, Markets, PJM Interconnection, 


Norristown, PA
Richard Doying, Vice President Operations, MISO

Gregg Dixon, Senior Vice President Marketing, EnerNOC, Boston, MA
Wayne Harbaugh, Vice President-Pricing & Regulatory Services, Baltimore Gas & Electric Company, Baltimore, MD
Paul R. Williams, President,  Liberty Energy Group, Inc.
Rose McKinney-James, Managing Principal, Energy Works LLC,
Former Commissioner, Public Utilities Commission of Nevada for 5 years, Las Vegas, NV
4:45-6:00 p.m.
Financing the Reliability
Most utilities have huge construction budgets to upgrade and improve their infrastructure.  In most instances these projects are funded through rate base and can result in major increases in retail rates. This panel will explore the alternative ways of funding to lessen the impact on ratepayers.  

Moderator: Naunihal “Nick” Singh Gumer, Director of Regulatory Finance, DC Office of People’s Counsel, Washington, DC
Panelists:
Dr. Tim Brennan, Professor of Public Policy and Economics, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) and Senior Fellow with Resources for the Future (RFF), Baltimore, MD
Richard W. Cortright, Jr., Managing Director U.S. Utilities & Infrastructure Ratings, Standard & Poor's, New York, NY
Ron Binz, Principal, Public Policy Consulting, Denver, CO
Philip Q Hanser, Principal, The Brattle Group, Cambridge, MA

7:00 p.m.
NASUCA Dinner Event
McCormick & Schmick’s -711 Eastern Ave.



Tuesday, November 13th
Baltimore Hilton- PEALE A-C
7:00 a.m.

Registration

7:30-9:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

8:00-11:00 a.m.          Closed Business Meeting 


Vote on Resolutions
NASUCA Members Survey


Working with your State AARP Office



Working with your Unions



Roll Call of the States


11:00-12 noon
Consumer Education and Outreach:  State of the Art
While the regulatory process provides some protections for consumers, consumers must also protect themselves.   In the face of modern complexities, doing so is often a challenge.  The Office of Public Utility Counsel in Texas, the Citizens Utility Board in Illinois and the Office of the People’s Counsel in the District of Columbia all have extensive consumer education and outreach programs in place.  Panelists from these offices will describe their programs and offer suggestions about what does and does not work.  A question and comment period will offer audience members an opportunity to ask questions and share similar experiences.

Moderator: Peter Saar, Assistant People’s Counsel, Maryland Office of the People’s Counsel, Baltimore, MD


Panelists:
Sheri Givens, Public Counsel, Office of Public Utility Counsel, Austin, TX

               
David Kolata, Executive Director, Citizens Utility Board, Chicago, IL

              
Herbert H. Jones, Manager of External Affairs, DC Office of the People’s Counsel, Washington, D.C.

12:00 -2:00 p.m.
Lunch (on your own)



2:00-3:00 p.m.
AT&T, the FCC and the Public Interest: What Does the Future Hold for Universal Service if All of AT&T's Dreams Really Do Come True?
On August 30, 2012, AT&T provided the FCC with a checklist of actions the FCC should take - as a first step - to "facilitate the retirement of legacy-TDM-based networks and services and transition to an IP-based Network/Ecosystem."  According to the ex parte, AT&T's "wish list" was provided at the request of Commissioner Pai.  AT&T's desired first steps include: 1) Set a date by which all carriers would be forced to cease construction, use and maintenance of TDM networks and services, and preempt states from requiring service providers to maintain TDM networks/services or to provide intrastate services; 2) Classify all IP-enabled services as information services and eliminate common carrier requirements; 3) Reform, streamline or "outright forebear from" Section 214 discontinuance of service procedures; 4) "Reform" universal service obligations by declaring that existing Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) obligations will sunset and preempt states from maintaining Carrier of Last Resort Obligations (COLR) that would require carriers to continue to maintain TDM networks and services; 5) "Reform" interconnection and wholesale obligations so that they no longer apply to TDM networks;  and 6) Require universal service support for broadband while eliminating any obligation to offer such services on a common carrier basis.  Panelists will discuss issues raised by AT&T's proposal such as legal issues, implications for universal service, impacts on competition and whether AT&T's vision would foster a reliable national telecommunications system.* "When You Wish Upon a Star," Pinocchio, Walt Disney Productions, 1940.


Moderator: Chris White Esq., Manager, Rate Counsel, Newark, NJ

Panelists:
Commissioner Catherine Sandoval, California Public Utilities Commission, San Francisco, CA
Joe Gillan, Owner/Chief Executive Officer, Gillan Associates, Orlando, FL
Frank S. Simone, Assistant Vice President Federal Regulatory, AT&T, Washington, DC


       

3:00-4:00 p.m.               Coordination Between Natural Gas and Electricity Markets

The electric generation is becoming the largest consumer of natural gas.

As a result of this increasing interdependence, it is imperative that both the

electric and natural gas markets increase coordination and harmonize their

operations and practices to ensure safe and reliable service.  The panelists

will discuss the major issues involved with increased gas-fired generation

and proposed solutions to the coordination of electric/gas operations.

Moderator: Joseph Rogers, Assistant Attorney General, Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office, Boston, MA
Panelists:
Dan Dolan, President, New England Power Generators Association,

Inc., Boston, MA 
Michael Dirrane, Director, Northeast Marketing, Spectra Energy,Waltham, MA
Jameson Smith, Manager of Regulatory Studies, MISO, Carmel, IN
4:00-4:15 p.m.       
Break
4:15-5:15 p.m.            
All For One and One for All:  The Need for a Viable and Equitable Contribution Mechanism to Support the Four Musketeers of Universal Service - Voice, Data, Video and Broadband

The FCC's Universal Service/Connect America Fund Order significantly transformed the universal service landscape at both the federal and state levels.  While changes to the contribution mechanism have been on the table for years, the FCC Order upended the universal service support program failed to address key aspects of contribution mechanism reform, while adding new services and charges into the mix.  NASUCA, NARUC, and many others, are appealing the Order.  Panelists will offer their perspectives on the significant issues raised by the FCC's actions.

Moderator: Dave Bergmann, Attorney at Law, Telecom Policy Consulting for Consumers, Columbus, OH

Panelists:
Commissioner Betty Ann Kane, D.C. Public Service Commission, Washington, DC
Dr. Trevor Roycroft, President, Roycroft Consulting, Brewster, MA
Genevieve Morelli, President, Independent Telephone and Telecommunications Alliance ("ITTA"), Washington, DC
5:15-6:00 p.m.
“Understanding Risks, Responsibility, and Rewards in Rate Design in the Infrastructure Rehabilitation and Replacement Era:  Considerations for Distribution System Improvement Charges (DSIC) for Water Utilities.”
For many water utilities, the provision of reasonable water service is dependent upon proper maintenance of extensive networks of transmission and distribution facilities.   Cost estimates for the rehabilitation and replacement of aging infrastructure indicate that the spending for maintenance for transmission and distribution facilities will have a significant impact on water rates.  Panelists will offer their perspectives on the reasonableness and usefulness of a DSIC mechanism in the rate-making process for water utilities.

Moderator: David Edward Spenard, Assistant Attorney General, Kentucky Office of the Attorney General, Frankfort, KY


Panelists:

Cheryl Norton, President, Kentucky American Water, Lexington, KY
Mark R. Schuling, Iowa Consumer Advocate, Des Moines, IA
Lynn Thorp, National Campaigns Director, Clean Water Action, Washington, DC
Wednesday, November 14th
Baltimore Hilton-Holiday Ballroom
9:00- 10:45 a.m.
NASUCA Committee Break Out Sessions
Rooms-Brent and Douglass 

10:30 -12 noon
Joint Closing Session with NARUC

Riders on the Perfect Storm: Is this the End for the Ratepayer?
It is no secret the utility infrastructure is in need of significant investment. Reliable estimates predict the cost of modernizing the electricity, water, and natural gas systems will exceed $4 trillion over the next 20 years. But with the economy still sputtering, many consumers are facing a breaking point. With this reality, what is the best way to ensure the safety and continued reliability of the system, without overburdening ratepayers? Many States have authorized riders on utility bills to pay for these upgrades. Others question whether this is essentially shifting the allocation of risk from the utilities to the ratepayers. Is this fair? This session will explore how this shift allows utilities to raise capital investments for improvements. Panelists will discuss whether this reforms utility ratemaking in a fair, just, and reasonable way. 
Moderator: The Hon. David Wright, NARUC President, South Carolina 

Panelists:

Hon. Erin O'Connell-Diaz, Commissioner, Illinois 
Sonny Popowsky,  Former Consumer Advocate, Pennsylvania 
Lawrence Borgard, President and COO, Integrys Energy Group 
Nick DeBenedictis, Chairman and CEO, Aqua America
