2011 NASUCA Mid-Year Meeting
Omni La Mansion del Rio
 San Antonio, Texas
June 26th-28th

Agenda
Sunday, June 26th
Omni La Mansion del Rio- Madero 

3:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration


4:00-6:00 p.m.

Issue Roundtable



NASUCA Committee Chairs will lead discussions of current 



issues.  

6:30 p.m.

Informal Dinner - Meet in Lobby
Monday, June 27th
Omni La Mansion del Rio- Madero

8:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

9:00-12:00 noon
Closed Business Session



(members only) 




Welcome: Mary Healey, NASUCA President; Charles 




Acquard, NASUCA Executive Director; and Sheri Givens, 




Public Counsel in Texas




President 's Report, Mary J. Healey, Connecticut 





Office of Consumer Counsel



Secretary's Report,  Robert Nelson, Montana Consumer Counsel



Treasurer's Report, Lewis R. Mills, Jr., Missouri Public Counsel



Executive Director's Report, Charles Acquard, Executive 




Director, NASUCA




Committee Reports



Introduce Resolutions 




Roll Call of the States






12:00-2:00 p.m.
Lunch (Heads of Office Luncheon; Location TBA)


2:00-2:45 p.m.

Speaker: Richard Sedano, Director, US Programs, The 




Regulatory Assistance Project, Montpelier, VT 




 "Upending the Supply Stack: Why Variable and Responsive 



Resources May Become Primary Generation Objectives for the 



US Power System and What It Will Take to Get There."




If the United States is to adopt a significant atmospheric carbon 



reduction goal in 2050, significant intermediate goals, as well as 



significant changes to rules implementing clean air and water 



statutes, government will probably have to address matters of 



power sector investment. A commitment to cost-effective energy 



efficiency will reduce but not eliminate the challenge of getting the 


energy supply that meets these environmental objectives while also 


being attentive, as always, to cost and reliability. In order to think 



about this challenge, imagine that the US electric supply portfolio 



were built to achieve 30, 40, 50 or greater percent wind and solar 



(variable) resources. The US would need significant responsive 



resources among power resources and from the demand side as 



well as upgraded grid intelligence for system operators to manage 



a grid relying to this extent on variable resources. How would 



regulation have to change prevailing rules and practices to 




accomplish this?

2:45-4:00 p.m.

Networking Session

4:00-5:15 p.m.

"The Financial Costs of Energy Waste:  What your utilities don't 


want to talk about... "



This panel will discuss how the energy is being wasted by 




customers and its financial implications. A minimal behavioral 



change would results in large financial savings both in the short 



term and in the long run.  Utility run efficiency programs don't 



address a whole range of efficiency issues we should be concerned 



about.




Moderator: Sandra Mattavous-Frye, Acting People's 




Counsel, Office of the People's Counsel, Washington, DC





Panelists:



Gregg Dixon, Senior Vice President, EnerNOC's, Boston, MA



George Malek, Energy Efficiency Portfolio Manager, ComEd, 



Chicago, IL



Robert Kelter, Senior Attorney, Environmental Law & Policy 



Center, Chicago, IL



Jeff  Lyng, Director of Market Development, Opower, San 




Francisco, CA

7:00-9:00 p.m.

Dinner Event-Mexican Manhattan





110 Soledad, San Antonio 


Tuesday, June 28th
Omni La Mansion del Rio- Madero

8:30-5:00 p.m.

Registration

9:00-10:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast/Networking Session

10:00-12:00 noon
Closed Business Meeting 



(members only)



Vote on Resolutions




Rollcall





12 noon-1:30 p.m.
Lunch

1:30 -2:45 p.m.
"Shale Gas: What It Is, How It Will Impact Supply, Prices and 



Customers, and The Regulatory Issues It Raises”




Natural gas production from hydrocarbon-rich deep shale 




formations, known as "shale gas," is one of the most quickly 



expanding trends in onshore gas exploration.  The continental U.S. 



has an abundance of shale containing vast resources of natural gas.  


The panel will discuss a variety of issues about the opportunities 



and challenges this shale gas boom creates.  Topics include the 



impact of shale gas on natural gas reserves and prices, the ability 



of the current regulatory structure to deal with this shale gas 



development, the process of hydraulic fracturing used to extract the 


gas, environmental issues and impacts on customers who live in 



the regions where shale gas is produced. 






Moderator: Joseph W. Rogers, Assistant Attorney General, 



Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General, Boston, MA




Panelists:



Melissa Whitten, Consultant, La Capra Associates, Boston, MA




Xiaofeng Liu, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Civil an 



Environmental Engineering, University of Texas at San Antonio, 



San Antonio, TX



James A. Tramuto, Vice President of Governmental and 




Regulatory Strategies, Southwestern Energy Company, 



Houston, TX




2:45-3:00 p.m.

Break


3:00-4:00 p.m.

"USF Issues – Low-income and high-cost, national and local"



The universal service issues continue to be a major concern of 



NASUCA.  On this panel, a representative from the Universal 



Service Administrative Company (USAC) will present provide 



information on the Lifeline program.  And two Texans will provide 


insight on how the high-cost issues impact our host State.





Moderator:  David C. Bergmann, Assistant Consumers’ Counsel, 



Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel, Columbus, OH





Panelists:




Pamela Gallant, Director, Low Income Program, USAC, 




Washington, DC



Kathy Grant, Contract Lobbyist, Austin, TX




Jeff Lindsey, Director, Federal Public Policy, CenturyLink, 



Overland Park, KS
4:00-5:00 p.m.

 "Troubling Texas Two-Step:  Hold ‘Em Up, Shake ‘Em 




Down"



The panel will alert cowpokes from other states to two 




developments in the Lone Star State that the industry will likely 



seek to replicate elsewhere.  Both developments pose challenges 



for residential consumers of competitive electric service (and the 



second poses challenges to consumers of regulated electric service 



as well).  First, panelists will discuss a “switch-hold” rule recently 



adopted by the state public utility commission, under which some 



consumers who have an outstanding bill with one company are 



prevented from switching to another company, also addressing 



efforts by consumer groups to seek rescission of the rule in the 



state legislature.  Second, panelists will discuss the proliferation of 



charges on consumer bills, including minimum use fees, early 



termination fees and connection and reconnection fees, also 



addressing what can be done to stop such fees or to better equip 



consumers to avoid them.







Moderator: Craig F. Graziano, Attorney, Office of Consumer 



Advocate, Iowa Department of Justice, Des Moines, IA




Panelists:



Carol Biedrzycki, Executive Director, Texas ROSE (Ratepayers 



Organization to Save Energy), Austin, TX



Sara Ferris, Assistant Public Counsel, Office of Public Utility 



Counsel, Austin, TX



Tim Morstad, Associate State Director, AARP Texas, Austin TX
